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spirit. Religion is bound up with profound emotions which
are impervious to logic. Russians have often pointed to the
aesthetic character of Russian religion and in such a sphere
a very slight change may effectually break the link of associa-
tion.
'Religious apprehension', Kluchevsky has written, 'is distinguished
from apprehension based upon logic or upon mathematics by the fact
that, in it, an idea or a motive is indissolubly bound up with the form
through which it is expressed.... The law of psychological association
causes an idea or a motive to become organically one with the text, the
rite, the form, the rhythm or the sound through which that idea or
that motive is expressed. Forget the picture or the musical com-
bination of sounds which has evoked in you a given frame of mind—
and instantly you find yourself powerless to reproduce that mental
attitude.'1
A translation of the New Testament in modern speech may
be closer to the original text, but for the Christian in this
country it can never have the same value as the familiar words
of the Authorized Version. In his loyalty to the past the
Old Believer was preserving a Byzantine tradition: 'Even
the smallest neglect of the traditions leads to the complete
contempt of dogma.' These words of Photius found their
echo in Russia. The passion which had inspired Byzantine
monks in their defence of the icons animated the Old Be-
lievers during the persecution of Nikon.
'Blessed are those who die for the Lord,' wrote Awakum, 'and even
if they do begin to scourge you or to burn you, all the more glory to
God for that! For this we came out of our mother's womb. You will
not be very long burning in the fire—just the twinkling of an eye—
and the soul is free. Are you afraid of the furnace ? Play the man, spit
at it, do not be afraid! Fear comes before the fire; but once you are in
it, you forget it all You catch fire, and here they are—Christ and the
hosts of angels with Him; they take your soul out of the body and
carry it to Christ, and He, the good Lord, blesses it and fortifies it with
divine force. It is no longer heavy, but becomes as though winged; it
flies off in company with the angels, it hovers like a bird, glad to be free
from its prison.
*The Nikonites have massacred myriads of people, believing it to be
agreeable to God. And I rejoice that they should have done so; they
1 A History of Russia (London, Dent, 1913), vol. iii, p: 298.

